MEMORIAL TO THE REV. ROBERT HUNT AT JAMESTOWN 
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_ The Founding of Jamestown 


and the Church — 


IRGINIA was colonized 
Ut, for two reasons — gain 
/ ‘ and God. Huddled on 
42% the narrow decks of the 
INLEPY Susan Constant, the Dis- 
covery, at the Godspeed, the emi- 
grants talked much and dreamed more 
of the wealth they would find in the 
New World. Yet, over their heads 
floated the flag of England, emblazoned 
with the red cross of St. George, and 
it was not an idle symbol. The first 
thing they did when the ships moored 
in Chesapeake Bay was to send a 
landing party ashore to erect a wooden 
cross upon the sands of Cape Henry. 


THE REV, ROBERT HUNT 


The story of the American colonies 
is inseparable from the story of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, daughter 
of the Church of England, which was 
the only Christian Church in English 
America during the first crucial years of 
struggle and growth. By 1607 Spanish 
Roman Catholics and French Hugue- 
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WATTLE AND DAUB CHURCH — 1607 


nots had already made their mark on 
Florida and the Carolinas, but Vir- 
ginia was untouched by Christianity. 


The 1607 colonists did not set out to 


escape their Church, as the Pilgrims of 


Massachusetts were to do thirteen years 


later, but came with the intention of 
transplanting it, as well as the English 
brand of civilization, to their new home 
in the wilderness. 

King James I, zealous in his woe of 


Defender of the Faith, stood solidly be- — 
hind them. Before they boarded ship — 
the Bishop of London, in whose dio- 
cese the American colonies were to re- 
main until they revolted against Eng- 8 
land one hundred and seventy years 


later, created James City Parish in : 


Virginia. 
Rev. Richard Hakluyt, 


colonial expansion. 


to history. 


English clergy had landed on. oe / : 


can shores from time to time ins th 
past. One of them came with Cabo 
in 1497. Another sailed with Drake i 
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PLANTING OF CROSS AT CAPE HENRY 


As rector he appointed the 
an eminent _ 
geographer and promoter of England’ s 

It was a purely _ 
honorary title. Since Mr. Hakluyt was 
an aging scholar, past adventuring, a a a 
younger vicar was sent in 1 his stead, mn 
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MEETING OF HOUSE OF BURGESSES IN JAMESTOWN CHURCH 


1579. But they were merely. ships’ 
chaplains, who read daily prayers or 
celebrated the Holy Communion ashore 
while their vessels stood by. James- 
town was the first American parish of 
the Anglican Communion, and the 
Rev. Robert Hunt the first Anglican 
pastor in the New World. When the 
colonists received Communion from his 
hands on June 21, the Third Sunday 
after Trinity, 1607, they inaugurated 
the normal and continuous life of the 
Anglican Church in the Western Hemi- 
sphere. From the tiny, wattle and daub 
church built in the first month of the 
Jamestown settlement was to grow the 
American Episcopal Church of today. 
Jamestown was founded as a business 
enterprise by the Virginia Company of 
London, and religion was, of course, 
not the stockholders’ primary concern. 
But they were believers, and they were 
also alert to the appeal missionary ac- 
tivity had for their countrymen. In 
1609 the Company published a pam- 
phlet which set forth “The Purpose 
and Ends of the Plantation Begun in 
Virginia.” The first of these was “To 
preach and baptize into (the) Christian 
Religion, and by propagation of the 
Gospell, to recover out of the armes of 
the Divell a number of poore and 
miserable soules, wrapt up unto death, 
in almost invincible ignorance, and to 


add our myte to the Treasury of 
Heaven.” 

This ancestor of modern advertising 
copy helped to galvanize the Church 
of England into action. The King or- 
dered the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York to require prayers and ser- 
mons in every parish church in Eng- 
land to support the colony and the 
Church’s work there. Thousands of 
Englishmen became vicarious mission- 
aries, sent gifts of communion silver, 
altar hangings, Bibles and prayer books 
to the colony — and subscribed money 
to the Virginia Company. Thus streng- 
thened financially and psychologically 
the struggling settlement managed to 
survive. If England was the mother, 
the Church was the godparent of the 
colony begun in Virginia. 

England’s children brought her 
choicest gifts across the sea. They car- 
tied her political heritage of English 
common law, the conception of civil 
rights, the recognized right of repre- 
sentative government. And they brought 


_ the historic Faith of the Church as it 


had been received and held in Eng- 
land from earliest times, Catholic though 
reformed, enriched by such specifical- 
ly English contributions as the superb 
liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Holy Scriptures, first the Bish- 
op’s Bible and a few years later the 
incomparable King James Version. 

Life and religion were inseparable 
in the minds of the colonists and in the 
social structure they framed at James- 
town. As Virginia prospered, the 
Church spread, becoming the principal 
communion in the Southern colonies. 
Elsewhere, too, its members were influ- 
ential. Three-quarters of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence and 
many other leaders of the infant United 
States were spiritual heirs of the James- 
town Christians. Washington, Hamil- 
ton, Mason, Jay, and Marshall, for 
example, were nurtured in the Episco- 
pal Church (the name adopted after 
the Revolutionary War), and taught by 
her clergy. Some of them were edu- 
cated at church-sponsored colleges, such 
as William and Mary at Williamsburg, 
or King’s College, now Columbia Uni- 
versity, in New York. © 

A new colony and an ancient Church 
came to the American continent together 


in 1607. ‘Through the following three 
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TOWER AT JAMESTOWN 
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and a half centuries much change and 
adjustment has occurred to the colony. 
It has contributed to the development 
of a great nation and been absorbed 
by it. So, too, has the Church con- 
tributed to the Christian development 
of the nation, while at the Same time 
retaining the historical liturgy and zeal 
for service to Christ which motivated 
the original 105 travelers to Jamestown. 
Just as Virginians out of patriotism 
joined the New Yorkers, the Carolin- 
ians, and the compatriots of 46 other 
states to create the United States of 
America; so the Episcopalian — from 
Jamestown has joined with the Hugue- © 


% 


not of Charleston, the Catholic - ft 


Maryland, the Quaker of Pennsylvania, 
and the pilgrim of Massachusetts, to . 
forge the Christian — America 
today. 
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